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adventure was at length realised. He had, as he an-
ticipated, stirred up general confusion, amid which
the strong man who knew his own mind could hardly
fail to carry off some spoils. To France, as the
moving spirit, he was all gratitude and devotion.
But his real design henceforward was to leave his
confederates to subdue Austria, while he himself de-
voted all his powers to grasping what Prussia could
hope to retain. What he gained from Belleisle's
work was made manifest in the summer and autumn
of 1741. While the Bavarians and French were ad-
vancing in triumph down the Danube towards Vienna,
the Austrians could take no thought for Silesia.
Frederick, therefore, had leisure to train his cavalry
and consolidate his conquest. He treacherously de-
stroyed the municipal independence of Breslau,
which he had bound himself to preserve, but did
little actual fighting. Neisse, protected by Neip-
perg's army, seemed still too strong to be attacked.

Meanwhile the extreme peril of Maria Theresa's
throne forced the Queen to make trial of desperate
remedies. By throwing herself upon the generosity
of the Hungarians, the traditional rebels against her
House, she more than doubled the force at her dis-
posal. Her endeavour to purchase France was futile,
but a hint from Frederick was now enough to in-
augurate negotiations with Prussia. Early in Oc-
tober these issued in the famous convention of Klein
Schnellendorf. In deep secrecy, for Fleury had
written that the King of Prussia was false in every-
thing, even in his caresses, and the French ambas-
sador kept a watchful eye upon his movements,